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   Glimmerings of Hope esigned for youth aged 11 to 13 
or 14, one book in a series prepared for junior youth. It 
follows the story of Kibomi, a twelve-year-old boy who 
embarks on a journey to find his sister in another town 
after his parents are killed in their small village.d . This 
is a valuable artistic material of 12 illustrated stories that  
could be used by animators of junior youth circles flexibly 
as they like.
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Episode one

  Kibomi is a boy like many others. He enjoys studying, playing, and 
fishing with his friends. He is very clever and eager to learn.

  Kibomi has many questions about what he sees around him. He is only 
twelve years old but often thinks about what he will do in the future to 
help make the world a better place.
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  The country in which Kibomi lives is beautiful. It has mountains and 
rivers and land so fertile that almost anything will grow on it. Most of the 
people in the country belong to one of two tribes. The Kungu raise cattle. 
The Adumbu cultivate the land. Both are known for their hard work and 
hospitality.

    Kibomi and his family are Adumbu. They live in a small, peaceful 
village. It is sad that this beautiful country is not a happy place. Problems 
have been growing for many, many years. Conditions are not the same for 
all people. The Kungu are more powerful and hold most of the well-paying 
jobs. The Adumbu are poorer and have fewer opportunities, and they are 
angry about this. The two tribes are now at war. There is violence in the 
capital city, and trouble is spreading. People want to protect themselves 
but do not know what to do. 



7

Episode two 

  The warm sun shines down on Kibomi as he walks along the path. He is 
returning from the river, where he and his friends were catching fish. He 
looks at the two large fish on his rope and smiles. «Mama will cook a nice 
supper tonight», he thinks.

    As Kibomi nears his house, he hears noises.  There is shouting. Something 
is wrong. He stands behind the trees and looks through the branches to 
see what is happening. There are several strange men in uniforms yelling 
at his father. One of them hits father, and the others join in.



8

 Kibomi’s mother runs out of the house to help her husband. Suddenly, the 
sound of gunshots rings out. Kibomi watches as his father and mother both 
fall to the ground. «No!» shouts Kibomi. The men look in his direction.  
Kibomi wants to go to his parents, but two soldiers are walking towards 
the trees where he is hiding. He runs back into the forest and climbs up a 
tall tree. The men look around for a while but do not find him. They shout 
angry words and leave. 

Kibomi’s heart is beating fast. He hears more gunshots in the distance. He 
climbs higher up the tree and sees people running and soldiers setting fire 
to the houses. Dark smoke fills the air, and he loses sight of his village. 
He clings tightly to the tree and thinks of his parents lying on the ground. 
“Mother! Father!» He softly says. His eyes overflow with tears. 
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Episode three 

 Kibomi hides in the tree until dark. When he thinks it is safe, he climbs 
down slowly, silently, like a cat, and stands behind some tall grass. 
Suddenly he hears a branch crack and feels a hand on his shoulder. He 
quickly grabs the hand and uses all his strength to pull the person to the 
ground.

«Kibomi, it’s me!» says a voice that he knows. Kibomi looks down and 
sees his friend Chongwe staring up at him. 
«Chongwe, you  scared me! I thought you were a soldier!» whispers Kibomi.
Chongwe whispers back, «Kibomi, the Kungu have killed everyone they 
could find in the village. We must run!»
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Kibomi says, holding back his tears:

I saw them kill 
my parents!

Everyone has been killed, and all the houses 
have burned down. We must go now, while it 
is dark and they cannot see us!

Chongwe responds: 

Kibomi says :
I must go to my uncle’s place 
in Nangata and find my sister, 
I will have to walk for many 

days, but if I follow the river I 
will get there.

And I will go to my 
grandmother’s village, I hope 
we will meet again, Kibomi.

Chongwe says:

  But where should they go? Kibomi thinks of his sister Amina. She lives 
with their uncle in a town where she attends school. Is she safe, or has 
she, too, been killed?

  The two friends shake hands and start walking. A feeling of loneliness 
takes over Kibomi. He looks up at the night sky and thinks about his 
parents. He will never see them again. «Why are people so full of hate?»he 
wonders. He remembers how his father used to talk about the troubles of 
humanity. He used to say, «Kibomi, you are young, and your heart is pure. 
You should not lose hope because of the terrible things you see some 
people doing. Work to build a better world.» «Yes, Father,» he whispers 
to himself, «I must try!»
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Kibomi stops in fear. The 
man speaks kindly again:

Come and eat.              
I will not hurt you.

 Episode four

    Kibomi walks at night and rests during the day. He has not eaten for two 
days and is weak. As he waits again for dark, he thinks about his parents. Why 
did the Kungu soldiers kill them? His heart is filled with pain. 
Kibomi hears footsteps and hides down in the grass. An old man walks by. He 
is using a traditional Kungu walking stick. Kibomi is afraid, but he follows 
the man at a distance, hoping he might find food. 
   The old man walks to a small hut deep in the bush. Kibomi sees him go 
inside the hut and sit down to eat. His back is to the door. Kibomi picks up a 
rock and slowly walks to the door.  

Just as he is about to enter, the man speaks:

I know you are 
hungry, boy. Why 
don’t you sit down 
and eat with me?

Kibomi sits beside the man but keeps the rock next to him. The old man gives 
him sweet potato. Kibomi quickly takes the food and eats it.
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After a few minutes, Kibomi 
looks up at the man: 

Sir, why are 
you being kind 

to me?

The man smiles and says:

You wonder why a Kungu should 
be kind to an Adumbu? 

Kibomi pushes the 
rock away and asks, 

Why do tribes fight then? 

The old man answers:

Belonging to a tribe helps us to 
feel part of a group and also to 

organize ourselves,

But we must not fight and harm 
one another because we are 

from different tribes. We were 
created to love, not to hate.

It is true we are of different tribes. But 
we are the same inside. We each have a 
heart, we each have a soul, and we want 

happiness for those we love.
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The man stops talking and looks into Kibomi’s eyes. He says gently:

We all have choices to make in our lives, We 
can work together to build a better world, or 

we can hate and destroy each other.

There is a noise outside and the old man is worried and he whispers:

It is not safe here. 
You must go!

He wraps some sweet potato in a leaf and gives it to Kibomi. Kibomi 
thanks him and runs into the forest. 
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Episode five

   With some food in him, Kibomi has more energy and moves faster. When 
he ran from his village, he felt mostly fear and anger. Now he is beginning 
to recover the good feelings he has always had about people. The old man 
was a Kungu, but he was kind and wise. He shared his food. The words he 
spoke were beautiful and full of hope: «We have to make choices.» «We were 
created to love, not to hate.».
   Kibomi continues to follow the river towards Nangata. After walking for a 
while, he hears voices and quickly hides behind a large tree. A group of young 
men are approaching. They are speaking the Adumbu language. Kibomi is 
happy to hear his language and slowly steps out from behind the tree. The men 
are wearing uniforms. They are soldiers of the Adumbu rebel army. Some of 
them are quite young, and one looks the same age as Kibomi. The soldiers 
stop as soon as they see him and hold up their guns. 

Kibomi says:

Wait! I am 
Adumbu like 

you!

Their leader  asks impatiently:  

What are you 
doing out 

here alone?
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Kibomi answers:    

The Kungu 
attacked our 

village and killed 
my parents. I had 

to run away.

Come and join 
us then We must 
teach the Kungu 
a lesson. Make 
them pay for 

what they did to 
your family.

  Kibomi is tempted. He thinks a little and is about to accept. The boy soldier 
comes forward and extends to him his hand. Kibomi looks into his eyes and 
is disturbed by the despair he sees in them. He hesitates. 

I may join you later, 
But now I must go and 

find my sister!

As the soldiers walk away, one turns and says :

Remember! Fighting 
back is the only way.

But Kibomi does 
not answer!
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Episode six

  Kibomi is confused. He does not know what to do. He remembers the old 
man’s words about each of us having a choice. «What choice do we have when 
our families are being killed?» Kibomi wonders. «May I will join the rebel 
forces and become a soldier.»As he continues walking, he hears a small child 
crying. Again he hides in the bushes and carefully raises his head to look. 
Through the branches, he sees two young children behind the rocks near the 
water. 

The little one is calling for his mother. The older child has her arms around her 
brother. Kibomi understands enough Kungu to know what the girl is saying: 
«Mother is gone now. But both of our brothers are big and strong. One of 
them will come for us. Now we must be quiet!» 
Kibomi realizes that these young children, like him, have lost their parents. 
Everyone is suffering! It does not matter if one is Kungu or Adumbu. Kibomi 
begins to weep. He wants to scream. « Why do people do these things? Why 
is the world this way?»
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  Now the words of the old man begin to make sense. «We have a choice…»And 
he remembers once again his father telling him to work hard to build a better 
world. Kibomi thinks to himself, «I do not want to cause more suffering. I will 
not join the rebel forces. There must be another way.»

   He knows the children will run if they see him, so he quietly pushes the 
sweet potato to a place where he hopes they will find it and silently walks 
away. 
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Episode seven

  On the morning of the fourth day of his journey, Kibomi reaches a large 
town. His uncle’s city, Nangata, is still a long distance away. He is weak from 
hunger and extremely tired. He wonders whether he can stay here for a few 
days, do some work, and earn a little money to buy food. 
As he walks through the main street, he sees a crowd of people standing 
outside a stadium. Someone is speaking inside, and the voice can be heard 
clearly through the loudspeaker:

Our rights must be 
respected!

Everyone cheers again:

We have a right to employment!

We have a right to employment.

 We must have 
a share in 

this country’s 
wealth!

The voice goes on. It gets stronger and stronger

We have a right to 
employment!
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It gets stronger and stronger, 
and the applause gets louder 

and louder. 

Kibomi agrees with everything the voice 
is saying. he thinks as he listens 

This man seems 
to understand our 

problems!

The man continues:  

God gave them to us, and no one should 
take them away. There are not enough jobs 

for us in this country! The Kungu take 
all the jobs and we get nothing! They are 
greedy, and it is time to make them pay!

Again the people cheer, but now 
Kibomi feels uncomfortable Kibomi 
hears himself wondering out loud:

Why do these people 
agree so easily with 
everything he says?

A man standing next to him asks :

Do you 
disagree?
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Kibomi says  :

The Kungu killed my parents and 
I hated them, Then I met a Kungu 
man who fed me and was kind to 

me, and I saw two Kungu children 
whose parents were killed just like 

mine. Not all Kungu are bad..

 Why do people 
listen to this 
man teaching 
them to hate?

The man says :

People are 
confused, They 
follow whoever 

excites them. What 
is your name? 

You are wise for 
someone so young.

My name is 
Kibomi. I 

am going to 
Nangata to 

find my sister.

He responds, looking up at the man :

His face seems familiar. Kibomi 
vaguely remembers seeing the man in 
his  village once talking to his father 

and some neighbours. 

The man admires Kibomi’s courage 
and tells him to be careful because 
others may be listening. He says :

Whey don’t 
you come and 
stay with my 

family. We have 
a small repair 

shop and could 
use your help.

Kibomi accepts the invitation. He looks 
forward to being with a family again. 

My name 
is Joseph 
Mukembi, 
You have a 

long journey 
ahead of you. 
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Episode eight 

Kibomi walks with Mr. Mukembi to his house on the outskirts of the town. It 
is early afternoon when they arrive. A small child runs to Mr. Mukembi. He 
picks her up and hugs her. He then introduces Kibomi to his wife and children. 
They all greet him warmly. Kibomi is happy to see that two of the children, 
Chungu and Lolinda, are about his own age. 

Mr. Mukembi says:

Kibomi is on his 
way to Nangata 
to find his sister,

He has been walking for 
days and needs to rest. I 

invited him to stay with us 
for a while.

Mrs. Mukembi asks Chungu to bring some 
cooked maize for Kibomi. she says: 

There is not much left, 
but I hope this will hold 

you over till supper.
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  Later Chungu lends him some of his clothes, and Kibomi bathes behind a 
small grass shelter. The water feels good on his skin, and a sense of calmness 
passes over him as he listens to the sound of the children playing on the other 
side of the grass wall. The older ones are chatting with their parents while 
they work in the shop.  

  Kibomi closes his eyes and things of his family. His throat becomes tight, 
and his eyes fill with tears. After his bath, Kibomi goes to the shop to help, but 
Mrs. Mukembi tells him to rest and start work the next day. He does not feel 
like going to bed, so he sits in the shade of a tree leaning against the trunk. 
Soon he sees a few children gathering around Lolinda and Chungu.
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Lolinda says turning to Kibomi:

There used to be 
a class with more 

children and a 
teacher,

  The class starts with one of the girls saying a prayer. Then they sing a 
beautiful song. Kibomi is sleepy and beginning to doze off. His thoughts 
wander. He remembers his father and then the kind old Kungu man. As he 
falls asleep, he hears the words that the children are memorizing:

But it is not safe anymore. 
So now Chungu and 

I gather the neighbours’ 
children together and teach 

them a few things.

Ye are the fruits 
of one tree, and 

the leaves of one 
branch.

 Ye are the fruits 
of one tree, and the 

leaves of one branch.

Ye are the fruits of one 
tree, and the leaves of one branch..

Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch.
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Episode nine

  The the next morning Mr. Mukembi shows Kibomi around the repair shop 
and teaches him how to fix a few things. Late in the afternoon, Lolinda, 
Chungu, and Kibomi walk down to the nearby river. They climb on a large 
branch that hangs over the water and sit down.

Was it scary 
travelling on 

your own, 
Kibomi?

Kibomi answers:
At first I was frightened, But now 

when I think about it, it seems 
like I was being protected.

Kibomi tells them about the kind old Kungu man, the Adumbu soldiers, the Kungu 
children who had lost their parents and about the way he met Mr. Mukembi near 

the stadium:

I was tempted to go to war. But when I saw 
the Kungu children, I knew I could not kill 
people. My father wanted me to work for 
the good of the world. I kept wondering 

what I could do to help people.

Chungu asks:
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In our junior youth 
group we talk about 

things like that, We are 
studying a book called 
Drawing on the Power 

of the Word.

Kibomi asks : 

What is a junior 
youth group?

Lolinda explains :

It’s a group of 
youth our age. We 
meet every week, 

study together, and 
learn to do things. 

Sometimes we carry 
out service projects.

Chungu says :

I belong to a 
group, too, We are 
studying another 

book called Breezes 
of Confirmation.

Kibomi asks:

Are you learning how 
you can help make the 
world a better place?

You know, our words 
have real power, 

especially when are 
joined with pure deeds. 
We are learning to use 
the power of the word..

Lolinda and Chungu do not know 
how to answer this question. After a 

long silence, Lolinda says,  :

Lolinda says:



26

Kibomi says :

The speaker in the stadium…,  
his words had power, but he was 

teaching people to hate..

Lolinda says :

Words can be used 
for good or bad, 

In one of our meetings, the 
«animator» of our group 

explained to us that we should 
build and not destroy. 

 Kibomi wonders what «material and spiritual progress» means. Then he 
remembers Lolinda and Chungu teaching the children the day before. His 
heart is filled with admiration for his two new friends. «They are young like 
me,» he thinks to himself, «and they have already begun to contribute to the 
betterment of the world.»

The book we are studying helps 
us to understand the importance 
of working for the material and 
spiritual progress of all people.
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Episode ten

   Two weeks have passed since Kibomi came to stay with the Mukembis. 
Their home has been an island of peace in the midst of a war that is tearing 
the country apart. The kindness he has received from the family has restored 
hope to his sad heart. His growing friendship with Chungu and Lolinda has 
been a source of comfort. Kibomi has proven to be a fast learner and has 
distinguished himself by hard work and diligence

 He still misses his parents and almost every night cries in silence. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mukembi often notice that his eyes are filled with tears while 
working, and they try to console him through little generous acts of 
affection. Every day, Kibomi works for a few hours and then rests in 
order to regain his full strength. Since his arrival at the Mukembis, he 
has observed how active the family is. Even on Saturdays and Sundays 
when the shop is closed, everyone is busy, and there is a lot of coming and 
going. «How can they know so many people?» he asks himself.
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 Today is Saturday, and Kibomi does not feel the need to rest. He accompanies 
the family on a visit to the home of some friends half a kilometer away. Lolinda 
introduces Kibomi to the hosts, who greet him warmly. Others arrive and soon 
the house is filled with people chatting with one another and sharing news. 
Then, all of the sudden, there is silence and a woman’s voice, sweet and clear, 
begins to chant a prayer. This is followed by several other prayers. Kibomi 
is surprised to hear both the Adumbu and Kungu languages. He is touched 
by the words he hears: «Unite the hearts of Thy servants…» and «Make my 
heart overflow with love for Thy creatures…» Kibomi feels connected. 
The gathering ends with a joyful singing. Before everyone leaves, Mrs. 
Mukembi makes an announcement:  

We have several study circles in our 
community. A new one will start 

at our home on Sunday morning, a 
week from tomorrow. 

Anyone who is not 
participating in one is 
welcome to join us..

Some people stay behind. They gather around Mrs. Mukembi and talk to her. 
After the meeting, the Mukembis do not return home, but go to work in a field.
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In these hard times, we 
should cultivate as much food 
as possible. Too many people 

are going hungry. 

Mrs. Mukembi explains to Kibomi : 

This is our community 
plot, We take turns 
tending the crop.

When we sincerely serve 
people and our efforts are 

carried out wholeheartedly, 
we are giving praise to God. 

«Service is also prayer».
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Episode eleven 

  In the evening, as they are eating supper, Mrs. Mukembi reminds the family 
that they will have to wake up at dawn the next day. she explains to Kibomi:

Tomorrow we will visit one of 
the Sani communities, We will 
catch the earliest bus and travel 

for about an hour.  

We will then have 
to walk about four 
kilometers to get to 
the Sani village. I 
think you are well 
enough to make it.
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Kibomi says :  

I would be happy to go. 
I have heard of the Sani 
people, But I don’t know 

anything about them.

Traditionally, they were hunters 
and gatherers, but much of their 
land has been taken away from 

them the years,

Mr. Mukembi says :  

Now they hunt a little and 
also try to farm. They are a 
peaceful and noble people. 
I am afraid that neither our 

tribe nor the Kungu tribe has 
been good to them.

Mrs. Mukembi says :  

We do this once a month with a 
group of twenty people from various 
villages, mostly young women, who 
are learning to improve the health of 

their extended families.
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   At the Sani village the next day, Kibomi first joins Lolinda and Chungu and 
a group of youth who are practising a dance to be performed in the afternoon. 
He watches for a while and then decides to go to the hall where the training 
for health educators is taking place. The participants have finished reviewing 
the topic they studied last month, children’s health, and are discussing the 
actions each has taken since they last met.

Kibomi sits near the group and listens. They start reading from a section 
called «Spiritual Understanding»: 

God’s greatest gift to man is that of 
intellect. He should not consume 

that which steals it away.

Today we will discuss some of the habits 
that harm our health. We will begin with 

a lesson on the effects of alcohol, 
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 Kibomi says to himself :  

    The members of the group talk about how people can lose their dignity when 
they get drunk on alcohol and how shamefully they can act. Then they move 
on to a section called «Scientific Understanding». What surprises Kibomi 
most is to learn that alcohol actually kills the cells of the brain. He wonders 
how many cells there are in the brain and how many are killed by each drop 
of alcohol. The words of Mr. Mukembi catch his attention: 

   At noon, the community offers everyone a simple and delicious lunch, 
after which the training session starts again. Later in the afternoon, the youth 
are called in and requested to perform the dance they have prepared about 
how people struggle to free themselves from addiction to alcohol. The youth 
form a circle. In the middle, there is a girl who represents the soul. Those 
around the circle represent the voices that tempt people to drink. The drums 
start to beat and the dance begins. With their movements the dancers express 
what addiction to alcohol does to the soul of a person. It imprisons it and 
gradually drains its vital energy. The dance ends with the soul liberating itself 
by refusing to give in. For the rest of the day, Kibomi is quiet and reflective. 
His heart has been deeply moved by the dramatic struggle of the soul to make 
choices that keep it free. He thinks about all the choices he has to make on 
his own, now that his parents are gone. He prays for guidance and protection.

I had never thought 
that alcohol is like 

a thief.

But it is true; it robs us of 
our ability to think clearly.

Why should people 
voluntarily do something 

that causes so much damage 
to their body and mind?
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Episode twelve

  The next Sunday is a full and eventful day in Kibomi’s life. Everyone wakes 
up early and helps clean the house. Kibomi arranges the chairs on the porch of 
the study circle. Lolinda and Chungu have their own study groups to attend in 
town; they must hurry and get ready. Chungu is looking forward to introducing 
Kibomi to his friends. Kibomi is the first to get ready and sits outside to wait 
for Lolinda and Chungu, and while he is waiting, the guests arrive. After they 
are all seated, Mrs. Mukembi welcomes them. Kibomi likes to hear her gentle 
voice and the way she explains things: 

We are all walking a path of service.        
We want to serve our communities. We 

want to learn how to educate our children 
and youth, how to improve our material 
and spiritual lives. We begin with simple 

acts of service, and as we go forward        
we learn to take on more difficult tasks. Let us start today 

by thinking about 
our deeds.
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Kibomi is curious to know what comes 
next. Mrs. Mukembi asks someone to read 
from the book they each have: 

The betterment of the world 
can be accomplished through 

pure and goodly deeds, through 
commendable and seemly conduct.

  A lively discussion follows: «What kind of conduct is praiseworthy?» 
«What is a pure deed?» «How can the good deeds of a few people change 
the world?»Kibomi does not get a chance to hear the answers. Lolinda and 
Chungu are ready, and the three of them must leave. As they enter the street, 
Kibomi suddenly remembers the old Kungu man: «What he did for me was a 
pure and goodly deed.»

  When they arrive in town, they go separate ways. Lolinda goes to find her 
friends, and Kibomi walks with Chungu to the other side of town. They reach 
the gate of a house. There they are greeted by an older Kungu youth called 
Benson, who is the host and the «animator» of the group. As Kibomi by 
now expects, there are both Adumbu and Kungu youth in the group. Benson 
introduces everyone to Kibomi and helps him feel comfortable. He tells him 
about the book they have been studying over the past two months. «It is the 
story of a young girl called Musonda and her friends who learn the meaning 
of confirmation.»
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One of the girls says:  

Once Musonda sees a yellow bird, It makes the 
effort, the wind gives it a push, and it flies higher 
and higher. This is the way confirmation works.

Another says: If we make 
an effort, 
God helps 
us. This is 

what I think 
confirmation 

means.

Kibomi understands. He tells them 
what happened to him and how easy 
it is to lose hope.  : 

But once I made the 
choice not to follow 

the ways of  violence, 
I received God’s 
confirmations..

  The members of the group go on to discuss a service project they want 
to carry out before they start studying another book. Kibomi cannot 
contribute much to the discussion, but he listens to every word they others 
say. He feels he is part of the group and is attracted by the force of unity 
that binds them together. «When I settle in my uncle’s home, I will find a 
group like this» is his firm decision. 
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   On their way back home, Chungu and Kibomi notice that there are a lot of 
people in the street. A Kungu leader has been killed, and tension is high. They 
have only walked a short distance when they hear a loud explosion. Shots are 
fired and people begin to flee.

Let’s go back to 
Benson’s house.

  They run, but suddenly Kibomi falls and Chungu cannot see him 
anymore. He calls his name and pushes his way through the crowed. He 
finds Kibomi lying on the ground, holding his leg. There is blood on 
his trousers. With Chungu’s help, Kibomi stands and limps painfully to 
Benson’s house. Benson gets his bicycle and takes Kibomi through the 
back streets to the clinic. Chungu runs behind them.At the clinic there is 
a line of people with injuries waiting to be treated. The bullet has only 
grazed Kibomi’s leg, and he patiently waits for his turn.
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The nurse cleans his wound and covers it 
with several layers of bandage, she says:   

Be sure to keep your leg clean, 
and don’t put much weight on 

it for a couple of days.

  Benson takes Kibomi on his bicycle to the Mukembis’ house. Lolinda is 
already back and Chungu arrives a little later. Mr. And Mrs. Mukembi are 
relieved to see that all three are safe, and they are thankful that Kibomi’s 
injury is not serious. Once again, Kibomi feels the warmth and peace of the 
Mukembis’ home. However, deep in his heart he knows that his stay there 
is coming to an end. He should continue his journey to Nangata. But his leg 
has to heal first, and for now he must rest. A few days later, Kibomi discusses 
his plans with Mr. And Mrs. Mukembi. They are sad to see him go, but they 
agree that he should try to find his sister. They give him the name and address 
of a friend in Nangata who can help him. He also receives what he knows to 
be a generous sum of money for the work he has done. 
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   The night before he leaves, Kibomi and Chungu stay up late talking. Chungu 
gives him a special gift: his own book of prayers. Kibomi tells his friend how 
much he has learned these past few weeks. He knows that life will not be easy, 
but somehow he is not afraid. He feels the strength to walk the difficult road 
ahead. he says in a calm voice:

It is strange, 
Being shot 

erased 
whatever fear 

I had left.

  When Chungu falls asleep, Kibomi closes his eyes and thinks about the next 
day. He will rise early and get on a bus that will take him north. He will be on 
the road again. But this time he will not be running away hopelessly; he will 
be looking with confidence towards a bright future.   
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